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B H BI C A L E ND A R O F E V E N TS  JA NU A R Y 2013!
 

Friday Jan 4 7:00 PM Shabbat Evening Service at Heather Heights in Pittsford 
     Light candles at 4:30 PM 

Saturday Jan 5 9:30 AM Shabbat Morning Service  
Blessing of the New Month.    Torah: Shemot  

Sunday Jan 6 9:00 AM Service, Breakfast and Discussion 

Wednesday Jan 9 7:30 PM Small Conservative Shul Collaborative Torah Study at BHBI 

Friday Jan 11 7:00 PM Joint Shabbat Evening Service with Temple Beth Am at Beth Am 
     Light candles at 4:38PM 

Saturday Jan 12 9:30 AM Joint Shabbat Morning Service with Temple Beth Am at BHBI               
Torah: Vaeirah 

Sunday Jan 13 9:00 AM Service, Breakfast and Discussion 

Monday Jan 14 7:30 PM Monthly Meeting of the BHBI Board of Trustees 

Friday Jan 18 8:00 PM Shabbat Evening Service  
     Light candles at 4:46 PM 

Saturday Jan 19 9:30 AM Shabbat Morning Service        Torah: Bo 

Sunday Jan 20 9:00 AM Service and Discussion  

Friday Jan 25 8:00 PM Shabbat Evening Service  
     Light candles at 4:55 PM 

Saturday Jan 26 9:00 AM 
 
9:45 AM 

Torah Study at Temple Beth David 
 
Joint Shabbat Morning Service with Temple Beth David at Beth David       
Torah: Vayechi.  Service followed by Tu B  Seder. 

Sunday Jan 27 9:00 AM Service, Breakfast and Discussion 
)
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At the following Shabbat Services, we will read the names of our late loved ones whose Yahrzeits will occur on that 

Shabbat or during the following week. 
January 4-5 Tevet January 11-12 Shevat January 18-19 Shevat January 25-26 Shevat 
 

Goldie Simon* 
Leah Keyfetz* 
Joseph Morris* 
Esther Sanzel* 
Samuel Meilstein* 
Ida Boyarsky* 
Philip Hershkowitz 
Jack Glazer 
Joe Lazarus* 

 

23 
24 
24 
24 
26 
27 
27 
28 
28 

 

Jean Spencer 
Morris Weinstein* 
Etta Levinson* 
Ida Silver* 
Sidney Appelbaum* 
Jacob Komenski* 
Morris Suskind* 
 
*Denotes name 
memorialized on 
BHBI Memorial 
Plaque 

 

1 
2 
4 
4 
6 
6 
7 

 

Herman Strauss* 
Dvora Brodie* 
Samuel Goldman* 
Daniel Hirsch* 
Hyman Aaron Nusbaum* 
Jacob Swartz 
Miriam Weinberger 
Abraham Newell* 
Anna Sanow 
Rose Salzberg 

 

  8 
  9 
  9 
10 
10 
12 
12 
13 
13 
14   
 

 

Gidda Strauss* 
Morris Gurian* 
Stanley Clark* 
Samuel Spencer 
Gitla Perkal* 
Besse Gold 
Benjamin Lapides* 
Alexander Phillips 
Simon Pogal* 
Jacob Rubinstein* 

 

16 
17 
18 
18 
18 
20 
20 
21 
21 
21 

We pray that our mourners will be comforted among all the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem and that the memory of the 
deceased continues to be a blessing to all who knew them. 

)
)

!
So far our TOPS G ift Card fundraiser has been quite successful.  Remember , TOPS G ift Cards are now 
available through B H BI in $50 denominations. To purchase TOPS G ift Cards, contact Stan Schaffer at 
473-8072 or by e-mail at stanschaffer@frontiernet.net 
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Perhaps even more than any other Jewish holiday, Tu B'Shevat has evolved over two thousand years of Jewish 
history. This year, Tu B'Shevat falls on Saturday, January 26, 2013. The words Tu B'Shevat literally mean "the 
fifteenth [day in the month] of Shevat." Originally, in post-biblical times, Tu B'shevat was simply the yearly 
date for reckoning the age of trees for purposes of taxes and of orlah (the first three years during which a tree's 
fruit was considered strictly God's property and not to be eaten). Later, the mystics developed a Tu B'shevat 
Seder that represented both their connection to the land of Israel and reflected their ideas of God's relationship 
to the world using the imagery of a cosmic tree.  

At the beginning of the Zionist movement, Tu B'Shevat again took on new meaning as planting trees became a 
symbol for the Jewish re-attachment to the land of Israel. The most recent transformation has re-popularized Tu 
B'Shevat into a holiday of Jewish environmentalism as a sort of Jewish Earth Day because of its association 
with trees and, by extension, with nature.  

!"#$%&'()(*+,,&(

Trees figure prominently in Jewish literature and lore from the very first trees planted at creation and the 
Garden of Eden, to the trees worshipped by King Ahaz in the final chapters of the Bible. In the Bible, the 
Hebrew word for tree appears over 150 times, and more than 100 different kinds of trees, shrubs and plants are 

plants. Midrashim, too, often use plants in similes and parables. In all, over 500 different plants are mentioned 
in classical Jewish sources.  

Trees and plants were important in the ancient world. Trees furnished wood for construction of buildings, boats, 
furniture and smaller articles. Many trees provided nutritious and tasty fruit. Grains and vegetables were 
cultivated and wild plants were gathered. Other plants were used for food, medicinal purposes, herbs and spices, 
incense important for use in sacrifices, rope and cloth fibers. Sap and oils were extracted from plants and trees. 

What are trees? 
Trees are the tallest and longest living plants on the earth. It is difficult not to be inspired by an enormous tree, 
whose roots are in the earth, yet whose branches seem to touch the very sky. Today, since many buildings dwarf 
trees, and we are jaded, we need to go to the redwood forests to be impressed by these towering giants, in the 
ancient world, trees would have been the tallest structures, (except for mountains, which also were often a site 
of sacred power). Trees typically survive for several human generations, and their longevity must have also 
impressed the ancient Israelites. For these reasons, it is not surprising that trees were powerful symbols for the 
ancient Israelite, and many significant trees are featured in biblical stories.  

Most of us today live much farther removed from the natural world than did our biblical ancestors who lived 
and worked outdoors for much of their lives. It is only natural that the Bible used images of the great outdoors 
that surrounded them. Although the Bible is not a botanical textbook, and often mentions plants and trees only 
incidentally, the Bible is rich in natural imagery, metaphors and parables. Often, our understanding of the 
biblical text is impoverished because we no longer appreciate their meaning. 

The Bible uses images and descriptions of trees but is not meant to be a botanical encyclopedia. The names and 
descriptions of plant (and animal) life are casual; many common species of plants are not mentioned in the 
Bible (like the carob), while others appear only once (such as ebony, pistachio, and walnut). Tu B'Shevat is a 
day in the Jewish calendar which encourages us to take a deeper look at our connection to trees and to the 
nature of Israel. 
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O F F I C E :  The synagogue office is checked regularly for mail and messages.  The synagogue phone is 244-
2060.  For urgent issues, call Steve Teitel at 473-5741 or Stan Schaffer at 473-8072.  You can also e-mail us at 
BHBI@frontiernet.net 
 
W A N T T O R E M E M B E R O R H O N O R SO M E O N E O R A SPE C I A L O C C ASI O N?  Consider sponsoring 

a kiddush or making a donation to any one of our funds (General Operating, Kiddush, Library, Torah, Rabbi 
Aaron Solomon Scholarship, Our Youth, Special Events or the Sam Malina Memorial Fund).  Please indicate 
which fund you would like your donation to go to and we will send out an acknowledgement card as you 
indicate and print an announcement in this bulletin.  A standard sponsored kiddush at BHBI costs just $40 while 
a larger enhanced kiddush is just $50.)
)

BU L L E T IN C O N T E N T  What do you enjoy reading in the BHBI Bulletin?  Is there something that you would 
like added (or taken out)?  If so, please let Stan Schaffer know.  We always appreciate feedback.)
)

DID Y O U M ISPL A C E Y O UR BU L L E T IN?  ng back several years can 
now be found on our web page: www.BHBIRochester.org)
)

W A N T T O G E T Y O UR BU L L E T IN H O T-O F F-T H E-PR ESS?  Consider having us e-mail it to you!  
Contact Stan Schaffer at:   stanschaffer@frontiernet.net   )
)
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congregation Beth Hamedresh-Beth Israel)
1369 East Avenue)
Rochester, NY  14610 
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